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Skyview Ranch would like to extend an invitation to join 
us for the Annual Meeting of the Ohio Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches on October 20-21, 2008, meet-
ing around the theme, “Seeing the Invisible.”. It is our 
pleasure to be the host facility along with Calvary Baptist 
Church of Coshocton to provide a time of relaxation and 
encouragement.  Registration begins Monday the 20th at 
noon in the Welcome Center at Skyview Ranch, Millers-
burg Ohio. 
 
Many of the activities our campers and guests enjoy will 
be available during your stay such as: horse trails, high 
adventure, mini-golf, carpetball and many others. If you 

are interested in high adventure or the horse trails, please wear long pants and closed-
toed shoes for these activities. You must be eight years old or older to participate in the 
trail rides. Pony rides in the stable will be available for those under eight. 
 
We look forward to our time together  
to be encouraged through God’s word 
brought to us by Dr. Mark Wagner, 
President of Northwest Baptist  
Seminary in Tacoma, Washington. 
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Directions From Millersburg  
1. In Millersburg, follow US 62 

north (runs concurrent with 
SR 39 E) 

2. Proceed about 2 miles to 
Township Road 319 and turn 
left. (SR 39 East will go from 
one lane eastbound to two 
lanes eastbound. Stay in the 
left lane. 

3. Also at Twp Rd. 319, you 
will see a billboard on your 
left that says "Vision Care 
Associates." The road by the 
sign is Twp. Rd. 319. 

4. Follow Twp. Rd. 319 ap-
proximately ½ mile staying 
on the main road. Turn left 
at the "Skyview Ranch" 
sign (which will be on your 
right). 

5. Register at the Dining Hall/
Office Complex—past barn 
and lake, on the left. 

 
Stirring the Waters of Eternity, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeremy Hales 
Executive Director 
Skyview Ranch 
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Twenty area pastors and  
professors of biblical studies 
assembled at Washington 
Heights Baptist in Dayton on 
February 6 to examine Associ-
ate Pastor, Mikal Kildal, prior 
to his ordination to the gospel 
ministry.  As part of his exami-
nation, Kildal presented a pa-
per entitled, “Truth and Rela-
tionships.” After hearing the 
candidate’s testimony of salva-
tion and call to ministry and 
examining his theology and life
-practices, the council, moderated by Pastor David Kis-
ner, unanimously recommended Kildal for ordination. 
 
The ordination service, held Sunday evening, February 
10, included a charge to the church by Pastor Kisner.  
Dr. David Drullinger gave the charge to the candidate. 
 
Kildal is an ’82 graduate of Grand Rapids Baptist College 
and a 2001 graduate of Bethel Seminary of St. Paul, Min-
nesota. He and his wife, Judi, and four children, came to 
Washington Heights Baptist in 1998. Kildal is associate 
pastor of missions and adult ministries at the Heights.  �  

Born December 7, 1923 in Akron, New York, Romyne Farnell Daniel Strickland, 84, of Norwalk, Ohio, entered the eter-
nal home of his Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ on July 21, 2008.  Married on June 12, 1948, he and his wife, Halcyon, 

recently celebrated 60 years of marriage.  He and Halcyon had two daughters and one son, 
Dwight Strickland, who pastors the Norton  Baptist Church.  
 
Romyne graduated from Baptist Bible Seminary in 1949.  He was a missionary with Baptist 
Mid Missions serving 10 years in Chad, Africa and 29 years in church planting in Ohio, in-
cluding 12 years at First Baptist Church of Strongsville.  He continued in his retirement years 
to serve as pastor of Senior Ministries at Calvary Baptist Church in Norwalk. His greatest love 
was to faithfully serve the Lord, whether it was through mission construction projects, Bible 
studies at Twilight Gardens, or sharing his faith in Christ with any and all.  
 
At his memorial service on July 28, at Norwalk Baptist Church, young and old alike testified 
to his passion for the Word of God, the local church, and the souls of people.  One young per-
son read Galatians 5:22-23 as a testimony to his life filled with fruit of the Spirit.  A grandson 
wrote a poem, entitled “Our Blest Man.” ��������	� “Faith Servant.” Memorials can be sent to:  
BMM for the Goundi, Chad project or Bibles International in Romyne Strickland’s name. � �
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Eric C. Puff was ordained by Northfield Baptist Church 
(Northfield, Ohio) on May 4, 2008.  Since September 
2002, Eric has served as the Pastor of Discipleship and 
Training at Northfield Baptist Church.  He and his wife, 
Carrie, reside in Northfield Village with their three chil-
dren: Alexander, Victoria and William.   
 
Eric is a graduate of Baptist Bible College  and Baptist 
Bible Seminary.  Prior to coming to Northfield, he served 
in a one-year internship at Evangel Baptist Church in 
Taylor, Michigan. �  
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Founding pastor, Rev. 
Merlyn Jones, and his 
wife, Nancy, celebrate 
nearly 30 years of min-
istry at Faith Baptist 
Church, Mount 
Vernon, Ohio.  It is a 
rare privilege that a 
church can enjoy the 
leadership of a found-
ing pastor for 30 years.  
It is with mixed emo-
tion that pastor and 
people celebrated this event on their final Sunday, July 
27. Merlyn and Nancy Jones will be moving to Otsego, 
Michigan, to become the senior pastor of the First Baptist 
Church there. This will be their first time to go to an es-
tablished church, since the Lord has used them to plant 
two churches, the first one, Faith Baptist, Defiance. 
 
Merlyn led the church through two building programs, 
including a family life center.  During that time, he also 
served as a member of the Council of 12.  His grace and 
thinking skills added a great deal to our state fellowship.   
 
Members testified of the way God had used both Merlyn 
and Nancy in their lives.  In appreciation for their service 
in the community, Mayor Richard K. Mavis read a procla-
mation declaring July 27 as Pastor Merlyn Jones Day.  �  
 

�������������������� �

������������������ �����
����������!"�������   
 
Rev. Daniel & Sharon Douglass 
celebrated 25 years of ministry at 
First Baptist Church of Stryker 
on June 8.  Both Pastor and 
Sharon were specifically relieved 
of responsibilities for the day, 
allowing them to relax with fam-
ily members the previous week 
and creating an atmosphere of 
surprise for Sunday.  On Sunday, 
they were accompanied by their 
daughter, Joy, and Jerry Searle 
and their children, Briana and 
Jordan, as well as son, Mark, and 
Amy Douglass and their sons, 
Luke and Blake.  Their daughter, Carol, was unable to 
make the trip from California but had visited earlier. 
 
A corsage and boutonniere were presented to Pastor and 
Sharon and an arrangement was placed on the commun-
ion table in their honor.  Morning worship contained their 
favorite hymns and special numbers.  Missionary, Verne 
Kirby, read the morning scripture passage.  Dr. David 
Warren brought the morning message.   
 
 Following a carry-in luncheon, Pastor and Sharon 
were presented with a money tree and cards of congratu-
lations.  They also cut a beautifully decorated cake made 
in their honor.  Church members shared memories and 
expressed appreciation for their work at First Baptist. �  
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October 20-21, 2008 
 
1) Plenary Sessions 
 * Main Dining Hall (#1 on the camp map) 
 
2) Workshops Locations 

* Dr. Mark Wagner – Current Theological Issues 
 Lower level of Lodge (#3 on the camp map) 

* Dr. Dave Zanotti – Current Political Issues 
 Upper level of Lodge (#3 on the camp map) 

 
3) Council of 12 Meeting Room: 

* Upper level of Frontier cabins (#8 on the camp map) 
 
4) Ladies Tuesday Luncheon and OWM meeting area 

* Main Dining Hall  (#1 on the camp map) 

 
5) Men’s Tuesday Cookout 

* Pavilion (#5 on the camp map) 
 
6) Displayers’ Tent 
 * On South side of Main Dining Hall 
 
7) Horseback riding - (“Pop Wolff” Stable, #28 on the map).   

* Cost is $8 per person for a horseback ride. 
* The minimum age for horse riding is 8 years old, as 

we try to ensure the safety of all children 
* Proper attire for this activity is long pants and closed-

toed shoes (tennis shoes, nicer hiking shoes, etc) 
* Horse trail rides will leave @ 2 pm & 3 pm on Tues-

day afternoon. 
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Tuesday – October 21, 2008 
 
  9:30 –11:00 Session 3 – Dave Warren 
11:00 –11:45   Prayer Sessions 
      Noon  Ladies’ Luncheon and Men’s Cookout 
  1:30 – 3:30   OWM Meeting 
  1:30 & 2:30 Two Workshops – 
 1) Dr. Mark Wagner 
 2) Dave Zanotti 
 Activities 
  Golf Scramble   
  Horseback Riding 
 4:00 – 5:30   Final Session  – Dr. Mark Wagner 
 

Monday – October 20, 2008 
 
10:00 – Council Meeting 
12:00 –  Council lunch 
12:00 – 1:15  Registration 
  1:30 – 3:00  Session 1 – Dr. Mark Wagner 
  3:00 – 4:00   Business Session 
  4:00 – 4:45 Visit Displays 
  4:45 – 6:15 Family Meal—Welcome Dinner 
  6:30 – 8:30   Session 2 – Dr. Mark Wagner 
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Speaker, Dr. Mark Wagner, will direct our focus to the theme, “Seeing the Invisible.”  Dr. Wagner 
earned his doctorate at Shasta Bible College in Oregon.  While still a seminary student, Dr. Wag-
ner helped plant the Enumclaw Baptist Church in 1975 and continued to pastor the church after 
graduation.  He pastored other churches in Lynden and Bellvue, Washington. Dr. Wagner also 
served on the board of trustees for Northwest Baptist Seminary.  In the fall of 1993, the Board of 
Trustees of Northwest Baptist Seminary extended a call to “one of their own” and asked Dr. Mark 
Wagner to be the 12th president of the Seminary.  Under his leadership during the past fifteen years 
the school has grown in many areas, emphasizing academics with godly living.  His wife, Sherri, 
of 35 years, continues to support Dr. Wagner as he leads the seminary. She has been crucial to his 
success in life and ministry.  The Wagners are blessed with three children and four grandchildren.  
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President 
Margaret Warren 
330-825-7072 

Vice President 
Linda Luedeman 
419-368-3008 

 

Secretary 
Donna Victor 
330-848-3079 

Treasurer 
Linda Adams 
3410 Mogadore Rd. 
Mogadore 44260 

OWM Officers 

The summer is fleeting and plans are in full swing for the fall women’s minis-
tries across the state. We look forward to the opportunities of service as local 
church missionary fellowships, area fellowships and the state schedule their 
meetings. Our desire is that we all love and serve our missionaries and each 
other as one body of believers of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our theme, “Find it all 
Joy,” rings in my heart.  Leaders at every level know that we all have our times 
of struggling as we put plans together for these meetings, and I want us all to 
seek God first and keep our focus on Him and we will find it all joy.  
 
The Fall Women’s meeting is always in conjunction with the OARBC fall con-
ference. This year, instead of a host church, we are privileged to be hosted by 
Skyview Baptist Ranch. Many of you have been there many times, taking your 
children as campers or being a camper yourself. But I also know many who 
have never seen the camp, so this will be a unique opportunity for our meeting. 
Our speaker will be Polly Strong, a name familiar to many of you. She has 
served with Baptist Mid Missions for many years as a missionary and we an-
ticipate a great meeting as she continues with our theme of “Find it all Joy”.  
 
Our current state project is to raise 10,000 dollars for the pool project for Sky-
view Ranch. 
Having the fall meeting at Skyview will give us an on site opportunity to see 
our project need first hand. I don't know that we have ever done that before. 
Make your plans now to attend on Tuesday, October 21st. 
 
Information packets are on their way for the fall retreat November 6th-7th. 
You may have already received the packet. If not, ask the contact person in 
your church if they have. We are limiting the retreat at the Carlisle Inn in 
Sugar Creek to 250. There will be no overflow this year.  We encourage you to 
decide now if you are attending and gather a group from your church and send 
the money to Linda Adams, our treasurer. Our speaker this year is Jeannie  
Vogel, Women’s Ministries Consultant, for Regular Baptist Press. Her minis-
try is to develop Bible Studies and workshops to help minister to women. We 
look forward to what she has to share about joy. 
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer and we will see many of you this fall. 
 
Seeking Him in all that we do, 
 
Margaret Warren 
OWM president 
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Akron 
Theme: Can You Hear Me Now> 
Place: Young’s Corner Fellowship Bapt. 
Date: Saturday, October 11 
Time: 10:00 am 
Speaker: Amy Lowe, ABWE, Portugal 
Bethany 
Place:  Bailey Road Baptist, Lordstown 
Date:  Tuesday, September 30 
Time:  10:00 am—1:00 pm 
Speaker:  Amy Lowe, ABWE, Portugal 
Canton 
Place:  
Date:  Tuesday, October 16 
Time:   10:00 am - 2:15 pm 
Speaker:     
Lunch:   Provided by the host church. 
East Moriah 
Theme:  Taste of Home 
Place:  Calvary Baptist, Byesville 
Dave:  October 4 
Speaker:  Becky McDonald 
Questions: Call 740-685-5166 
Hebron 
Theme: To See As God Sees 
Place:  Berea Baptist, Berea 
Date:  Saturday,  October 18 
Time: 10:00 am—12:00 
Noon: Luncheon 
Speaker:   Rev. Jim Geurink  
 Pres. Baptist Children’s Home 
Maranatha 
Place: Scioto Hills Baptist Camp 
Date: Sept. 13—Saturday 
9:30 Registration and Brunch— 
Speaker: Rachel Chambers 
NEO 
Theme:   An Army of One 
Place:  Bethlehem Baptist Church 
 27300 Emery Rd., Orange Village 
Date: September 27 
Time:  9:30 — Continental Breakfast; 10:00 
Meeting 
North Bethel 
Theme: Steps and Stops Ordered by the Lord 
Place:  First Baptist, Bowling Green 
Date:  Saturday, September 27 
Time:  8:30 am — 12:00 lunch after 
Speaker: Cheryl Elmer, BMM, Bibles Intn’l 
West Moriah 
Theme: Snapshots of Ministry 
Place Memorial Baptist Church 
 2435 Eakin Rd., Columbus 
Date:  Saturday, Sept. 20 
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Property & Liability Insurance 
OARBC Partnership Program 

1-877-480-7877 
Call for no-obligation quote 

Dear Ladies, 

The Deadline for the 
December issue of 

The Link  is 
Nov. 15, 2008 
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A group of 21 from NEO, the Northeast Ohio Area Fellowship, pooled their 
resources for a mission trip to Honduras, June 30 to July 14.  Youth and lead-
ers came from Bethlehem Baptist Church, Cedar Hill Baptist Church, First 
Baptist Church of Willowick, Faith Baptist of Perry, and Huntsburg Baptist 
Church.   They served for two weeks at the Word of Life Camp doing con-
struction, open air evangelism, working as counselors at a bi-lingual camp, 
serving at Bible clubs and other local churches.  Close to 200 made professions 
of Christ and many others dedicated their lives to be used of the Lord.  The 
Lord worked not only in the heart of the Honduran people, but in the hearts of 
those on the team as well.  �           —   Pastor Don Morris, Bethlehem Baptist reporting 
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Publication of the OARBC 
Editor:  Dr. David Warren 
Assistant Editor: Pat Warren 

 
Please send news to: 
The Link 
360 College Hill Drive 
Cedarville OH 45314 
937-766-5913 
TheLink@oarbc.org 
Ads - Linda Thomas 
dlthomas2@sbcglobal.net  
937-294-0293  

Calvary Baptist of Lancaster holds groundbreaking service for a new addition.  
Members reflected on how God has used the project so far to give them oppor-
tunities for ministry and service.  Pastor Nihiser challenged his people to re-
member that God desires to do more than just build a building, but to build His 
people into a spiritual house, to build for ministry and not for monuments. 
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Talents for Christ exists to challenge students to develop their God-given talents and to 
honor those who demonstrate exceptional preparation and skill.  It offers both group and 
individual opportunities in at least a dozen different categories.  We salute our Ohio young 
men and women who participated and excelled this year! 
 
Two girls from Ohio took 1st and 2nd places in the National Competition in Des Moines, 
Iowa, this year.  Reilly Parker, from First Baptist, Elyria, took 1st place in Visualized Bible 
Teaching.  Sarah Parsons, from Youngs Corners Fellowship, Wadsworth, took 2nd place in 
the Open Division of Piano.  That means that Sarah chose not to compete for a scholarship.  
 
Ohio also had two group winners.  Jenna Hilditch and Luke Williams, Camden Bap-
tist, Wellington, won 2nd place with a vocal duet.  Jenna heads to Cedarville in the 
Fall to major in nursing and Luke to BBC to major in missions.   
  
Ohio’s large group ensemble took 1st place.  The group includes Ben Pabst who is 
going into his senior year. Ben is not pictures, since he was not able to go to nationals 
due to a missions' trip to Austria.  The fellows pictured from left to right are  Luke 
Williams, heading for Cedarville, Justin Ciarrone, going to a one-year Bible school in 
Colorado that includes skiing as part of their evangelistic outreach, and Joe Klier, 
heading for a tech school in Lima, Ohio.  From left to right, the girls are Rachel Klier 
and Eva Williams, entering their junior and sophomore years respectively,  and Mandy 
Allen and Jenna Hilditch, both headed for Cedarville and planning to room together.   
  

Contact Information 

Web Site 

 
www.oarbc.org 

Leadership Seminars 
Steve Strong 

training@oarbcyouth.org 
440-333-4515 

What’s the Point 
 

point@oarbcyouth.org 
330-825-7888 

Talents For Christ 
David Burman 

tfc@oarbcyouth.org 
440-458-5128 

Student Compassion Ministry 
Matt Otto 

scm@oarbcyouth.org 
740-397-4502 
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Sarah Parsons, 2nd place, Piano 

Reilly Parker, 1st Place,  
Visualized Bible 

Small Group Ensemble—Camden Baptist—1st Place 
From Left to Right:  Back Row—Luke Williams, Justin Ciarrone, Joe Klier 

Front Row—Rachel Klier, Eva Williams, Mandy Allen, Jenna Hilditch 

Vocal Duet—2nd Place 
Jenna Hilditch and Luke Williams 
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 Prepare Now for a Fall Harvest! 
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Comfort Inn  
1102 Glen Drive, Millersburg, OH  - (330) 674-7400 
"Great place to stay. Highest recommendation. My good impres-
sion started over the phone w/ reservations: the desk clerk was 
both efficient and genuinely friendly. ..."     
  
Berlin Hotels & Suites   
5330 County Road 201, Berlin, OH  - (330) 893-3000 
 
The Barn Inn Bed & Breakfast      
6838 County Road 203, Millersburg, OH  - (877) 674-7600 
"Loved the place, we stayed one night and had a great time.  
The place was very clean and nice.  Beautiful view ..."   
   
Inn At Honey Run  
6920 County Road 203, Millersburg, OH  - (330) 674-0011 
"Great place for lovers of nature,...It's a lovely inn and property."   
    
Comfort Suites     
4810 TR 366, Berlin, OH  - (330) 893-7400 
"Great place to stay! Great place to stay at great price. ...were 
very pleased with the big clean ..."  

Guggisberg Swiss Inn   
5025 State Route 557, Charm, OH  - (330) 893-3600 
"Wow! This is an excellent place to stay. ..."   
 
Troyer’s Country Inn 
1812 US Rt. 62 
Wilmot, OH 44689 
866-860-0005 
  
Hotel Millersburg   
35 W Jackson St,  
Millersburg, OH  
(330) 674-1457 
 
Berlin Village Inn   
5135 Route 39, Millersburg, OH  - (330) 893-2861 
"This is a very clean motel. The staff is very friendly. ..."   
  
Lamplight Inn Bed & Breakfast    
5676 Township Road 362,  
Millersburg, OH  
(330) 893-1122 

�����������#������$� Lodging at Skyview Ranch — With Breakfast $25—Without Breakfast $20 
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Invest 

for 


