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A Child is Born! 
Who Would Have Thought? 

   
Who would have thought that God had a Son?  And who would have thought that He would dis-
patch that Son into our world?  And who would have thought that God’s Son would enter our 
world as a baby?  Yes, as a human infant, defenseless, and dependent! 
 
William Dix’s words rightly express the surprise and wonder we feel: 
 

     “What child is this, who, laid to rest 
       On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
       Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
       While shepherds watch are keeping?” 

 
Entering the human family as one of us, God’s Son hits us on our blind 
side.  By condescending to our level He lifts us to His level.  The ulti-
mate Son of God enables us to become sons of God when we entrust 
ourselves to Him.  By virtue of His life, death, burial, and resurrection, we who believe on Him 
are lifted into God’s family.  Who would have thought?   
 
William Dix answers the question accurately,  “This, this is Christ the King ...Haste, haste to  
bring Him laud.”  Haste, indeed!  Who would have thought?  �   
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Children 
were  

Welcomed 
and Loved 

No Wonder We Love Children! 

At the 
OARBC Conference! 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Check the Web 
www.oarbc.org 

 
Jan. 17 Winter Hike 
 Details - Page 8 
 
Feb. 20-21 Couples’ Retreat 
 Atwood Lodge 
 
March 28 TFC 
 First Baptist, Elyria 
 
April 3 Real World Univ. 
 OSYC Youth 
 
April 25 OWM Meeting 
 
May 25-29 OARBC Bus Tour 
 Branson-Eureka, MO 
  
June 3-4 First Ladies’ Retreat 
 Canton, Ohio 
 
June 22-26 GARBC Conference 
 First Baptist, Elyria 
 
Sept. 12 2nd Bike for Youth 
 
Sept. 28- Fall Color Tour 
  Oct. 2 Agawa Canyon, CAN 
 
Oct. 19-20 OARBC Conference 
 Northfield Baptist 
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Seeing the Invisible! 

Time to Worship 

Along the lane leading into Skyview Ranch, 
the site for the 2008 OARBC Conference, 
guests were greeted by Ranch staff and trus-
tees on horseback.  Proceeding down the lane 
guests were immersed into the wonder of 
Fall’s amazing beauty.  Soon the lane opened 
into the expanse with the Dining Hall and Dis-
players’ Tent in the background.  Inside the 
dining hall guests and displayers received a 
warm welcome. 

Time for  
Fellowship 

Members of Northfield Baptist led in 
praise and worship, using ensemble,  
solo and instrumental music. 

Arrival at Skyview 
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Tenure Awards 2008 
 
FIVE YEAR – Start Year 2003 
Chad and Stephanie Dalton – Northfield 
Loren and Terra Decker – Nottingham 
Dave and Debbie Garlich – Calvary, Hubbard 
Jim and Michele Koerber – First, Blanchester 
Greg and Julene Lonsway – Marysville 
Brian and Lynn McManus – Faith, Elida 
Mark & Gretchen Nelson – Emmanuel, Toledo 
Bruce and Ellen Snyder – Emmanuel, Toledo 
Josh and Jessica Yoder – Shawnee, Jamestown 
 
TEN YEAR - Start 1998 
Dan & Gwen Ernst – Washington Hts., Dayton 
Mikal & Judi Kildal – Washington Hts., Dayton 
Dennis & Carolyn Martin – First, Brunswick 
Jeff & Janet Reed – Faith, Bidwell 
Merle Weems – West Bethel, Cleveland 
 
TWENTY-FIVE YEAR – Start 1983 
Bill and Peggy Abernathy – Immanuel, Cols. 
Dan and Sharon Douglass – First, Stryker 
Ron and Reta Shipley – First, Wauseon 
Ken and Debbie Spink - Berea, Berea 
 
THIRTY-YEAR—Start Year 1978 
Steve and Mary Jane Olsen – Smithville 
 
FORTY-FIVE YEAR—Start Year 1973 
David and Shirley Shimp—Litchfield 

 

The Hebron Area Fellowship had the 
highest percentage of churches 
represented this year.  That qualified  
Northfield Baptist, the Hebron church 
with the highest conference attendance, 
to receive the State Rep Award.  �  

State Rep Award 

Speaker, Dr. Mark Wagner, President of Northwest Baptist 
Seminary, probed our thinking about pastoral ministry.   He 
reminded us that faith focuses on the Lord and the eternal. 
He challenged us to think about ministry as God thinks about 
ministry and to be in submission to God’s will for our 

ministry.  He 
exhorted us to 
remain as 
dependent on the 
Lord for ministry 
as we were when 
we first started in 
ministry.  His 
messages can be 
listened to online 
at www.oarbc.org. 

Tenure Awards 2008 

Five-Year 

Ten-Year 

Twenty-five Year 

Forty-five Year Thirty-Year  
 

Dr. Mark Wagner 

The Daltons 

Mikal Kildal 

The Martins 

The Deckers 

Merle Weems 

The Garlichs 

The Olsens The Shimps 

The Shipleys 

Ken Spink 

The Douglasses 

Bill Abernathy 
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 Memorial Outreach to Bikers 
God has opened a door for Memorial Baptist in 
Columbus to reach out to the biker community. God 
graciously brought a couple to Christ through the 
ministry of MBC who were heavily involved in 
bikers’ clubs.  They had a burden to reach out to 
people who need Christ in the biker subculture. Thus 
was born the Biker Brunch/Toy Drive.  We instituted 
our own “Toys for Disadvantaged Kids” (TDK) 
ministry. Because many of these bikers have spent 
time in prison, they especially care about kids of 

incarcerated men and women.  We invite the bikers’ clubs to drop off toys for these kids in our 
area on a Saturday in October. We have a chef in our church who puts on a full course brunch 
as a way of saying “thank you” to the bikers.  We are building relationships and sharing Christ 
with them as we sit down and eat together.  Since we also work with Prison Fellowship to 
distribute the toys to children in our community, this has become a two-fold outreach event. 
 
In our first endeavor, 2007, God sent about 60 bikers and about 40 of our own people came to 
interact.  This year the event grew to about 80 bikers and 
about 55 of our own people.  Many of the same bikers 
returned and brought friends. Their words to many of us 
were, “People are talking about your church in the biker 
community…that you care about kids and people who are 
in trouble and who mess up.”  Three bikers have visited 
our church in recent months. We are praying for their 
salvation.  Please pray for us as we seek to reach these 
people for Christ. �  

Forest Greetham Ordained 
On Friday, October 24, 2008, the First Baptist Church of Lagrange 
hosted an ordination council of Hebron area pastors to examine Forest 
Greetham for pastoral ministry.  Forest serves as youth pastor along-
side senior pastor, Noel Hack, at FBC.  Forest grew up at Camden Bap-
tist in Wellington under the ministry of Council Moderator, Larry No-
cella.  First Baptist officially ordained Forest on Sunday, October 26. �  

With the Lord 
Rev. Gordon Henry Roloff, age 89, of Canton, Ohio went home to 
Glory on October 9, 2008 at Canton Christian Home with his loving 
family by his side. He was born on April 10, 1919, in Gladwin, 
Michigan, to the late Rev. Ewald and Martha (Birkholz) Roloff. He 
graduated from Moody Bible Institute and Michigan State University.  
He met his wife, Fanny Van Sickle, while serving as the youth and 
music director at Miller Road Bible Church in Lansing, Michigan, 
where his father was the pastor.   He also served as pastor of Kent City 
Baptist Church (Mich.) and Maryland Ave. Baptist in Canton, Ohio.  
 

In 1966, along with a group of dedicated Christians, Pastor Roloff founded Perry Baptist 
Church in Canton, where he served for 18 years before retiring in 1984; he was named  as 
Pastor Emeritus.  While pastoring local churches, he also served the body of Christ as Youth 
For Christ Director in Lansing, MI, Moderator of the Grand Rapids Regular Baptist Pastors’ 
Fellowship and the Greater Canton Area Regular Baptist Pastors’ Fellowship.  Survivors 
include his loving wife, Fanny, with whom he celebrated their 61st wedding anniversary on 
August 23, 2008, his children, Richard (Debbie) Roloff, Rindy (Brian) Abbey, Bill (Karen) 
Roloff and James (Diann) Roloff, along with ten grandchildren and six great grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held on Monday, October 13, 2008 at the Perry Baptist Church with its 
current pastor, Rev. Timothy W. Teall officiating.  �  

L—Larry Nocella 
R—Forest Greetham 
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All Couples Welcome! 

Speakers, Jim and Jeannie Vogel 

Assoc. National Rep for the GARBC 

Atwood Lake Resort,  Dellroy, Ohio 

Cost — $160 per couple,  

Includes Lodging,  

Dinner, Breakfast, Box Lunch 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

Feb. 20-21, 2009 
Friday—Saturday 

 
Five Facts for a 

Fantastic Marriage 
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Ladies of Ohio, 
 
At this time of year, I breathe a sigh of relief as the fall Ohio Women for Missions’ 
meeting is over and the Fall Retreat is once again in the recent past. I was truly blessed 
and praise God for the results of both events.  Skyview was the host site of the Fall 
OWM meeting with Polly Strong as our speaker.   
 
Our Fall Ladies Retreat at Carlisle Inn filled the hotel to capacity. We enjoyed the 

messages of Jeannie Vogel on the “Joy of God Alone,” “Joy in Suffering,” and “Joy in Serving.”   
The gift basket auction was another big hit for our Fall Project. 
 
DVD’s of the Skyview Ranch pool project are available from me or 
Skyview Ranch.  Please promote the project at your area fellowship 
meetings and local churches.  Totals from the auction,  OWM offering 
and area fellowship offerings come to $4,510.24 as of Nov. 19, 2008. 
 
We look forward to the ministries of Ohio Women for Missions as 
2009 will soon be upon us. Please pray for our board of officers as they 
seek God’s direction for 2009 plans. Mark your calendar for the spring meeting, Saturday, April 25th.  
Meeting details will be forthcoming. The 
officers are always looking for better ways to 
get the word out for events.  
Please help by giving us 
updated or correct 
information for the contact 
person in your church.  
.  
Have a wonderful and 
blessed Holiday Season. 
  
Margaret Warren 

 

OWM Officers 
 
President:  
 Margaret Warren  
 83 24th Street NW, 
 Barberton, Ohio  44203 
 330-825-7072 
 warrenpfs@juno.com 
Vice President:  
 Linda Luedeman 
 1005 Ashland CR 2256 
 Perrysville, Ohio  44864 
 419-368-3008 
 pjllmljoy@aol.com 
Secretary: 
 Donna Victor 
 764 Florida Ave. 
 Akron, Ohio 44314 
 (330 848-3079 
 cmvictorde@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer:  
 Linda Adams 
 3410 Mogadore Road 
 Mogadore, Ohio  44260 
 330-628-9511  
 ladams3410@neo.rr.com 

Polly Strong 

Missions, Moms, Mentors, and More!  M & M’s! 
 
Try M & M’s for your Women’s Ministry!  At a Luncheon during 
our Fall Conference, Deb Searles presented a mini-session of her 
M & M ministry which she uses at Calvary Baptist in Coshocton.  
The plan works so well.  It brings a large group of ladies together 
while capitalizing on small group fellowship so that each woman 
has an opportunity to feel special and to share with one another.  
 
Deb’s M & M program, typically, has ladies sitting at round tables, each covered with different  
M & M colored tablecloths, making the room bright and inviting.  Each table has a prepared dis-
cussion leader to lead her group in a discussion using questions from a homework assignment that 
Deb gives from the material she has written. Deb calls this “Meaningful 
time ... a time to  eat, laugh, make new friends, connect heart to heart, and be 
renewed spiritually.”  She also calls it “Ministry … a time to provide help 

and encouragement for the unique demands, needs, and struggles we face as women.”  Music is also an integral 
part of Deb’s program, interspersed as God leads.  As seen in the conference mini-session, Missions too can be a 
vital part of the program.  Each table would have a mission chairperson to guide the ladies in remembering and 
praying for one missionary.  Over a period of weeks, the missionaries can be rotated among the tables, so that all 
the missionaries supported by your church can be remembered by each table of ladies.  The final “M”  of the  
program, the Message,  is the formal Bible lesson also taught by Deb.  If your church would like to implement this 
ministry, Deb is very willing to share the material she has written, or you may select any good Bible study.  You 
may choose to have various women take turns being the lead teacher, or, maybe your pastor’s wife would like to 
fill this role. If you have questions, you may contact Deb at pastorcal2@juno.com or Pat at warren@oarbc.org.  �  

��������������������������������  
 

Munchies 
Music from the Heart 

Missionaries to Remember 
More to Do at our Church 

Mom’s Moment 
Meaningful Discussion 
Meat from the Word 
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Record Lows and Record Highs but God is still Amazing! 
 
This past summer Scioto Hills was hit with some of its lowest 
camper numbers in years.  But praise the Lord the smaller 
numbers proved to be a huge blessing.  WE NAILED CAMP 
EACH AND EVERY WEEK and campers and families 
experienced spiritual growth as did our summer and permanent 
staff.  Those involved experienced life change and will be back.  
We are convinced more than ever of the eternal value one week 
of camp provides.  For leaders in the OARBC, a week of camp 
should be top priority for every child and young person in your 
Christian community.  Our “designed for life change” strategy 
will make an eternal difference. 
 
While lower camp numbers have created a financial strain, we 
have experienced back to back years of our greatest retreat and 
guest group numbers, breaking 3,100 in 2008!  The increased 
number of retreats we sponsor (8 in ’08 v. 12 in ‘09) as well as 
the effectiveness of offering our guest groups (young or old, big 
or small) an outstanding camp experience, indicates our year 
round numbers should continue to escalate! 
 
We have watched God meet our needs when, quite frankly, the 
physical numbers appeared impossible.  Gift giving has been an 
incredible blessing and has produced one-fifth of our 2008 
income.   Praise the Lord for His faithfulness and reminding us 
that Christian camping at Scioto Hills has a bright future.  We 
give “all the glory to God” for an incredible year of ministry.  �  

SKYVIEW RANCH  
7241 T.R. 319 * Millersburg, Ohio 44654 

PHONE: (330) 674-7511 
camp@skyviewranch.org 

See the NEW Ranch video:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UKKQaQJhtc 

 
This fall marked a milestone as the Patmos 
lighthouse was re-lit with a new light 
donated by our 2nd week of junior age 
campers who gave their candy money!  For 
years this lakeside structure has been an 
icon to the world reminding us that Camp 

Patmos is "a light for this generation."  After years of spinning 
day in and day out, the light over time had worn out and left our 
shoreline in the dark. What a vivid reminder that in a day when 
the darkness presses in upon our youth, how important it is to 
have a beacon of light to guide them to safety. 
  
We are grateful that Camp Patmos is a beacon of light providing 
assistance to the Church in an environment that can be used as a 
context for the development of campers and staff. 
  
Please mark your calendars for a family day on Kelley’s Island 
celebrating our country's independence, honoring the camp's past, 
and looking  forward to its development.  Please join us on July 4, 
2009, as we come together for homemade apple pie and ice cream 
and a great American backyard barbecue.  �  

��������	��
��

���
�
�
����



7 

Youth Leader 
Seminars 
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Web Site 

www.oarbcyouth.org 
 

Leadership Seminars 
Steve Strong 

training@oarbcyouth.org 
440-333-4515 

 
What’s the Point 

Brent Lowe 
point@oarbcyouth.org 

330-825-7888 
 

Talents For Christ 
David Burman 

tfc@oarbcyouth.org 
440-458-5128 

 
Student Compassion Ministry 

Matt Otto 
scm@oarbcyouth.org 

740-397-4502 

 
TFC — Talents for Christ
 March 28, 2009 
 First Baptist, Elyria 
 Register Early! 
 
Real World University 
 April 3, 2009 
 Cedarville University 

Coming Events 
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After years of planning, design, construction, and great anticipation, the doors have opened to 
the new Center for Biblical and Theological Studies (CBTS) — an impressive representation 
of Cedarville University’s commitment to scriptural study and ministry. 
  
A first for buildings on campus, the Center beautifully presents the theme “I Am the Light of 
the World.” This can be seen through the architectural design, the words of Scripture in 20 
languages etched on glass, and the commissioned artwork in reflective spaces. 
  
“The Center stands unique as it conveys the relevance of Scripture for today, while affirming 
the historical significance of the Word of God,” Dr. Bill Brown, Cedarville president, points 
out. “Just walk through these halls, and I believe you will share my excitement for the impact 
this building promises to have on our students for decades to come.” 
  
In addition to housing the School of Biblical and Theological Studies, the Center provides 
classroom and student collaboration space. Since all students graduate with a Bible minor, 
every student will benefit from the specialized classroom design and latest instructional 
technology. 
  
Learn more about the Cedarville University Center for Biblical and Theological Studies at 
www.cedarville.edu/cbts.  �  

What’s New at Cedarville University? 
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Cedarville is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Marc A. Sweeney as the founding 
dean of the School of Pharmacy.  
  
Building on Cedarville’s strength in the health sciences, he will lead the development of a 
Christ-centered pharmacy program that includes a department of pharmaceutical sciences and 
a department of pharmacology practice. 

  
Dr. Sweeney comes to Cedarville from The University of Findlay where he most recently 
served as an associate professor and chair of pharmacy practice. He was part of the leadership 
team that began The University of Findlay’s School of Pharmacy.  

  
In addition, he has participated in numerous professional endeavors, most notably serving on 
the board of trustees for the Ohio Pharmacists Association and the Centers for Osteopathic 
Research and Education. 

  
“Dr. Sweeney will help us create a vibrant program,” said Dr. Bill Brown, Cedarville presi-
dent, “one that will competently equip individuals to bring their biblical, moral convictions to 
the complicated issues of the pharmaceutical profession.” 
  
Learn more about the Cedarville University School of Pharmacy at www.cedarville.edu/

Pick One! Or Two!  OARBC Bus Trips 
Spring - Branson, MO / Fall Color Tour, CANADA 

Online Information—www.oarbc.org/events 
Email warren@oarbc.org  

Find Online copy of  
The Link at  

www. oarbc.org/ 
newsletters 
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Publication of the OARBC 
Editor: State Representative,  
 Dr. David Warren 
Managing Editor: Pat Warren 
Please direct communication to: 

The Link 
360 College Hill Drive 
Cedarville OH 45314 
937-766-5913 
TheLink@oarbc.org 

Ads: Contact Linda Thomas 
 dlthomas2@sbcglobal.net  
 937-294-0293  

Winter Hike in the Hocking Hills!  Join Us! 

Remember the Fall Harvest in Your Christmas Giving! 
 
Churches like Berean Baptist in Pickerington 
are meeting the challenges of a growing 
ministry.  The OARBC Fellowship would 
love to encourage eleven such churches with 
a gift of $1,000 each.  We would also like to 
include Skyview Ranch with a gift of $1,000 
for their pool.  All monies must be turned in 
by the end of the year.  Mark your gifts 
clearly as “Fall Harvest.”  The total offerings 
will be divided among the projects selected.  
For more information, go to the OARBC  
website:  http://www.oarbc.org/Events/
FallHarvestProjects/tabid/350/Default.aspx �  Building has begun! Berean Baptist, Pickerington 

 

Left to Right: Larry Nocella; Tom Wright; Ken Spink - Back; Dave Denny - Secretary, Front;  
Cal Searles - Back; Tom Alexander; Mark Ashley - Vice Chair; Bill Abernathy, Treasurer;  
Tim Kenoyer, Chairman; Dave Chapman 
Not Pictured:  George Hattenfield and Jeff Willetts  

 
OARBC 

 
Council  

 
of  12  

Join Dave and Pat in the Hocking Hills on January 17, 2009 for a scenic winter hike.  This 
will be the 44th Annual Hike for the Hocking Hills.  Each year thousands of people gather 
from around the state to enjoy winter’s splendor along this six-mile trek from Old Man’s 
Cave to Ash Cave.  Rangers will be along the trail to salt icy spots and to give encourage-
ment.  Shuttle buses will return hikers to their cars parked at Old Man’s Cave.  Most welcome 
is the hot lunch that volunteers serve on a donation basis at Cedar Falls, the half-way mark 
along the trail.  There are also bathroom facilities at this mid-point, as well as at the beginning 
and ends of the trail.  Layered clothing and good footwear are recommended. 
 
Hikers can begin their trail anytime between 9:00 and 11:00 that morning.  Dave and Pat 
would like to group OARBC hikers so that we might enjoy this adventure together.  Please 
email Dave and Pat so that we can coordinate our start times as much as possible. 
 
The Calvary Baptist Church in Lancaster has also offered to help us in finding housing for 
those who would like to come down to the area on Friday night.  There are also some wonder-
ful cabins and motels in the area, but you will want to reserve a place in advance.  Some of 
the spots house groups but also require a two or three night stay.   warren@oarbc.org  �  

The Deadline for the 
February 2009 issue of  

The Link is 
January 15, 2009 


